THE  SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

however, recent invaders, even at that remote
period. Although they are not mentioned in
the Rig Veda, as noted by Kern, they are referred
to in the Atharva Veda/ and they are also men-
tioned by Panini as a people established in
India, who had a dialect differing somewhat
from that of their neighbours,3 They were
settled in the Panjab before the time of the
Ramayana, as the messengers sent by Dasarath,
to recall Bharata from Kekaya, passed through
Panchala, Kurujangala, and through the midst
of Vahlika,3

Bahlika, or Vahlika, appears to have been a
general term applied to a number of tribes or
clans, of Solar race, who were more or less closely
related to each other. These are mentioned in
connection with, and probably included, the
Prasthalas, Madras, Gandharas, Arattas, Khasas,
Vasatis, Sindhus and Sauviras.4 The Bahlikas
are described as dwelling in the countries through
which flow the rivers Satadru (Sutlej), Vipasa
(Beas), Iravati (Ravi), Chandra-bagha (Chinab),
Vitasta (Jhelam), and Sindhu (Indus)B; that is
to say, in the Panjab, Sind, and Rajputana. In
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